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It was the night of the annual Christmas pageant at New Gottland.  
New Gottland was the one-room country school, three-quarters of a mile 
from home.  Yes, I walked to school, and it wasn’t uphill either way, because 
that part of Kansas is flatter than an EEG at the coroner’s office, but occa-
sionally it did snow both ways. 

 

Overall, it had been a good year.  I had finally managed to circum-
navigate the entire acre lot the school was on, without ever touching the 
ground, jumping from treetop to treetop in the junipers that my hero and   
elder cousin, Leonard Hedlund had planted   on Grandpa’s land. Grandpa Joe 
had donated the acre to the township for a schoolhouse.  I loved Leonard  
because he climbed to the top of the highest oak tree and hung a rope there 
for me to climb and swing on.  He wasn’t afraid of anything.  He was a pilot 
in WW II. 

 

I started a “Monkey Club” for treetop antic aspirants, and suffered 
only one mishap when I missed a branch, fell onto the outhouse roof and 
rolled off into Grandpa’s barbed wire fence.  I got a free ride to the ER with 
a deep gash running half the length of my back, but I survived the experience 
with a lesson for bad days, “Even monkeys fall out of trees.” 

 

Intellectual breakthroughs were opening a whole new world for me, 
too.  Having recently discovered the fitted perfections of the rational world 
of weights and measures, sizes and proportions, I was deeply immersed in 
the demythologization of Santa Claus and the resacralization of St. Nicholas.   

 

BERGY’S BABBLE:  “SIGMUND VS. SANTA” 

… /// ... 
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I had this much figured out…..The distance from the North Pole to 
every kid’s house in America and back was way too much to travel in the 
time allotted…..Nobody the size of Dad could fit down any chimney smaller 
than the Titanic’s stacks…..What about sled-runner and hoof/roof damage 
from reindeer that weighed close to half a ton each…..And there are no 
good antigravity devices for livestock yet,  though I could have used one for 
my milking time nemesis, the old blue cow.  

 

Most of the other kids’ parents were not too thrilled with this train of 
thought and the religious righteousness with which I propounded it.  “There 
is no Santa Claus.  Your Mom n’ Dad give you presents like St. Nicholas.  
He was the saint for kids and sailors and pond breakers and prossitudes.  I 
think those are people with wooden legs, and he’s got camels not reindeer 
and he’s from Turkey, not the North Pole.”  All in one breath the entrance 
into the information age.  One of the downsides of this line of thought was 
that none of the Mission Covenant or Lutheran parents recognized saints or 
bishops. 

 

Also, none of us were real sure where Turkey was but we figured it 
was close since Schmidt’s Turkey Farm was just a few miles away and they 
provided food for the holidays. We were warned to not hunt rabbits or 
pheasants near the farm because the rifle reports might cause a turkey stam-
pede, and we always worried about rain, ‘cause we heard that all the turkeys 
would look up at the sky when it rained and drown.  

  

So anyway, this Christmas I was pushing St. Nicholas instead of 
Santa Claus. 

 

I was a shepherd in the school cantata having long since passed the 
cute point for angel typecasting.  Those gunny sack costumes were itchy and 
they smelled funny. The next and final step up was to be a wise man, ‘cause 
nobody wanted to be Joseph and have to pretend to be married to a girl even 
if Mary was Jeanette, pretty as a picture.  And for sure, nobody wanted to be 
Herod, because he hated kids. 

… /// ... 

… /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  “Sigmund vs. Santa” 
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So Jerry and I got to be shepherds and that was fine until we started 
agitating to bring our skunks on stage to see the baby Jesus. Jerry had 
caught them in the fall. They were pets but only my Thumper was de-
scented, having lost her musk glands to the vet the day after a fight with 
Lady, my dog, over a chicken bone that I slipped under the dinner table.  
That’s another story. 

   

“Shepherds should have animals,” we proclaimed. 
 

So the powers and principalities finally consented to allowing us to 
bring our dogs since shepherds had sheep dogs.   Of course, leashes would 
be required.  Lady had never seen a leash, so I had to bring Grandpa’s dog 
which being registered had seen a rope at least once. 

 
Herr Sigmund Von Schnapps was pedigreed badger hunting standard 

dachshund with a mean streak. He delighted in taking Lady on rat hunts 
through his tunnels under the out buildings.  There Lady would get stuck 
and begin to scream  more like a human than a dog and Dad and I would 
have to get up in the middle of the night with shovels and dig the dog out or 
no one in a mile radius, could get any sleep. 

 
Before the performance we were getting costumed in the kitchen and 

saying our lines over and over so we wouldn’t forget.  Mrs. Billings, the 
teacher, went on a gum check.  No one dared cross her so we left gum at 
home, but one precious little angel was chewing something.  As Mrs. 
Billings approached, she swallowed it.  Mrs. Billings held out her hand and 
said “spit.”  The little angel, fearing to do otherwise, dutifully spit into Mrs. 
Billings’ hand.  Jerry and I might have laughed but we were too busy wres-
tling with dogs who didn’t like leashes. 

 
The play came off perfectly.  Our dogs sat reverently at the manger 

and the Christ child was born and worshipped in everyone’s heart and sight. 
 

  
… /// ... 

… /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  “Sigmund vs. Santa” 
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The final act of the evening was assembling all the children on the 
stage while Santa Claus came to visit and pass out fruit and candy.  I started 
whispering, “He’s not St. Nicholas so he’s not real.”  The adults are cheer-
leading, “Santa Claus is coming.  Santa Claus is coming.”  The kids are 
whispering, “He is too, Santa Claus.” 

 

I say, “If he’s really Santa he’ll like animals, right?”  It was unani-
mously agreed, “Right!” 

 

About then we hear the sound of sleigh bells and the shout, “Here’s 
Santa!” 

 

Some guy dressed like Santa Claus bursts in the door shouting “HO, 
HO, HO.”  Everyone is wide-eyed startled and with gaping mouth I dropped 
the leash. 

 

It was Herr Sigmund Von Schnapp’s moment of glory, protecting a 
whole crowd from a white bearded maniac.  He streaked across that school 
room faster than Donner or Blitzen and latched onto Santa’s leg with that 
deep archetypically genetic certainty that he had bagged the biggest badger 
in the known universe.   

 

 My case proved, I beamed.  The little kids are awestruck. The older 
kids are amused by the chaos but bored.  “You mean you are just figuring 
this out?”  I glanced at Mom and Dad.  They were working hard, not to 
laugh, and keep a proper tombstone glare in their eyes, while I was trying to 
drag Sig off of Santa. Sig and I got banished to the kitchen/library/
mimeograph hallway to the bathroom. It was a memorable Christmas.  San-
ta was cursing that pesky Berggren kid and his insane dog, but St. Nicholas, 
Bishop of Myra got his day in the winter sun. 

 

Nicholas was there at the First Council of Nicaea in 325 A.D.  He 
had a strong influence in the development of the Nicene Creed. Legend has 
it that Nicholas spent the night in jail for slapping Arius who argued that 
Jesus was not God. 

 

Nicholas was known as an ultimate gift-giver who expected nothing 
in return. 

… /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  “Sigmund vs. Santa” 
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… /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  “Sigmund vs. Santa” 

Three young women were so poor that they could never get married so 
their father was going to sell them into prostitution.  Nicholas covered the   
dowry by throwing 3 bags of gold in the window to redeem the women.  This 
symbol of three bags or balls of gold still marks the outside of pawn shops. 

 

Nicholas begged grain to feed his starving parish and when the sailors 
with the grain ships got home, none was missing. 

   

Nicholas loved children and made them ginger bread molded in his  
likeness.  To this day some cookie cutters feature the pointed miter of the      
Bishop’s cap on the head of the cookie. 

 

Nicholas was concerned about the welfare of criminals.  In “Henry the 
Eighth,” Shakespeare refers to thieves as clerks of St. Nicholas. 

 

Representing Father God, Nicholas was the special patron of barren 
women.  An old way of saying that a woman was pregnant was to say, “She has 
been to see Nicholas.”  

  

There are stories of him calming storms at sea and saving shipwrecked 
sailors.   

 

So bankers, pawnbrokers, girls hoping to marry, wives hoping to have 
children, prostitutes, boatmakers, sailors, vatmakers, thieves, prisoners and  
children all claim the special patronage of St. Nicholas. 

 

Santa Claus is so Madison Avenue, a minor figure in the history of  
commercialism and sainthood both.  St. Nicholas is so real as he represents to 
us in human terms, God the Ultimate Creator and Giver of the Ultimate Gift, 
Jesus the Christ.  

  

The ancient ritual of gift giving at Christmas time is the reenactment on 
a personal level of the Gift given by the Father Creator, in his Son.  Nicholas 
through his great deeds, teaches us how to give, with no thought of return and 
out of unquenchable love for all people.  

 

Yes, Virginia, there is a St. Nicholas and he lives in giving through you. 
 

 See you in Worship …………………………… ……….. Bergy 
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MINUTES FOR COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 

NOVEMBER 20, 2019 
 

The November 2019 Church Council meeting was called to order by 
President Wendy Lambeth on Wednesday, November 20, 2019 at 
2:30 p.m.  Pastor Berggren opened the meeting with a prayer.   
 
In attendance were:  Pastor Jim Berggren, Wendy Lambeth, Bettie 
Baring, Pat Curran, Karen Davidson, Julie Kilkenny, Bettye Raschke, 
Wayne Schaper, Kay Vaccaro and Sharon Wagner, as well as special 
guest Cathy Elijah.  Francisco Gonzalez was not in attendance.   
 
Cathy Elijah asked for Council approval for a Christmas party for 
foster children.  She received an email from Alicia Jarrett, Communi-
ty Engagement Director from Upbring Foster in Texas (formerly 
Lutheran Social Services), who was looking for a partner and venue 
for a party for 60 foster kids and their birth families.  WELCA would 
organize the effort to provide small gifts and baked goods for these 
kids, and Upbring would supply lunch and volunteers for games and 
activities. Council agreed this was a  wonderful project and approved 
the request. 
 
The minutes from the October Council Meeting were submitted by 
Julie Kilkenny and unanimously approved by Council.  They will be 
submitted for publication in Crossties and on the website.  

… /// ... 
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The Treasurer’s report was presented by Wayne Schaper.  He noted 
the significant, but not unusual, decrease in October offerings.    
Offerings for the month of October were $19,019, a decrease of 
$38,749 from the previous month.  October 2019 year-to-date      
offerings of $323,738 were $14,706 more than 2018.  Expenses for 
October were $33,614, a $9,468 increase over September expenses.  
Year-to-date expenses for 2019 exceeded offerings by $13,809, 
which was an improvement over September.  The checking account 
balance at 10/31/19 was $248,840, not including restricted funds.   
 
The Endowment Committee gave $750 for APS expenditures and 
$250 for Advent devotional literature; currently there is $184 interest 
available for disbursement.  The Treasurer’s report was unanimously 
approved as presented.   
 

Pastoral Staff Reports: 
 

Pastor Berggren gave an update on his activities for the past month.   
He attended a Memorial Assistance Ministries (MAM) breakfast and 
toured the facilities with the new director.  He enjoyed the HCLC 
Men’s Breakfast, but remarked on the absence of Gordon Tinker.  
Mr. Tinker was laid to rest on November 12 th at the Veterans’     
Memorial Cemetery; there will be a memorial service over the holi-
days.  Pastor Berggren also noted the passing of David Neidhart.   
He conducted one baptism in October, that of Olivia Villatoro.  He 
officiated at memorial services for Roy Charles Corley (11/8/19) and 
Edna Marie Simmons (11/9/19).  
 

Pastor Berggren reported that the first “Teach Me Your Song” jam 
session was a lot of fun, with the “rag tag” improv group sharing 
their love of music with voices, keyboard, banjo, and guitars.   
 

During the month he also reached out to homebound HCLC mem-
bers, prospective members and visitors to the congregation.  

… /// ... 

  

…///… Council Minutes — November 20, 2019 
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Deacon Davidson gave a brief report on her activities for the month.  
She and Pastor Berggren brainstormed on how to best reach out to 
members who cannot make it to church on Sundays, and Deacon 
Davidson was working on keeping track of mileage for her visits in 
anticipation of the new system in 2020.  She worked on the format 
for a grief support group, which will meet after Advent services.  
Initially this group will include women who have lost spouses within 
the last year, perhaps expanding later to a larger group.  She feels 
strongly that having a forum for those in similar stages of grief 
would be beneficial, especially for those who have recently lost 
loved ones.  
 
Old Business and Committee Reports: 
 
Council discussed Building and Grounds activities.  President Wendy 
Lambeth expressed thanks to the Heavenly Quilters for refurbishment 
of the men’s restrooms.  She noted that a call was placed to have the 
icemaker in the FLC kitchen repaired.  Mr. Schaper also noted that 
the plumbing contractor was coming out to disconnect the hot water 
heater in preparation for the re-tiling of the kitchen floor.   
 
Bettie Baring reported on WELCA activities.  She commented on the 
FLC kitchen floor project.  She noted that WELCA chose the Christ-
mas party for the foster children as their holiday service project this 
year.  She reported that MAM was in need of blankets (50”x60”).  
The Women’s Retreat “In the Potter’s Hand” is scheduled for    
January 18, 2020, and will feature Rachel Norris (of Joy Pottery).  
Also in the works are plans for a congregational lunch after worship 
in early 2020. 
 
Ms. Kilkenny reported that at the November 19 th meeting the      
Hilshire Village City Council approved the re-plat for the Telge 
property, after the engineers made the adjustments requested earlier 
by Hilshire Village.  

  

…///… Council Minutes — November 20, 2019 
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The mayor requested some minor revisions, which the Telge Com-
mittee will consider, but approval of the re-plat was accomplished, 
either as submitted or with his suggestions. 
 

Ms. Lambeth reported on preparations for the Christmas in the Park 
celebration on Sunday, December 8 th at the Spring Valley Park.  Holy 
Cross will send 500 flyers with HCLC lip balm, as well as 2 volun-
teers to hand out goodie bags at the event.  
 

Other Old Business and Committee Reports: 
 

• Ms. Lambeth confirmed that Council wanted to include a vote on 
the potential worship service time change at the Congregational 
Meeting on December 8 th. 

 

• The HCLC Day of Prayer will be held on Friday, December 
6 t h ,  with addit ional times available on Saturday morning. 
Pat Boessling is coordinating this day of continuous prayer.  
It  will  be held in the Chapel,  with participants signing up 
for 30-minute t ime slots.  

 

New Business: 
 

• Ms. Lambeth noted that there was additional (minor) flooding last 
week in the closet between the Choir Room and Youth Room.  
She recommended pulling out the shrubs along the west wall of 
those rooms before the end of the year.  

 

• Mr. Schaper noted that John Stokes would be presenting the tem-
ple talk for Stewardship Sunday on November 24th.  In response 
to questions by Council members, Ms. Lambeth clarified that this 
would cover financial stewardship only.  There will be a separate 
Time & Talents Stewardship Sunday in the new year.  

 

• Ms. Lambeth questioned whether Holy Cross should continue 
mailing the monthly offering envelopes in 2020.  Mr. Schaper 
voiced his opinion that for many parishioners, having the monthly 
reminder is a good thing, and he noted that there are several out 
of town givers who mail in their offerings and that mailers are 
also helpful for homebound givers.  

  

 …///… Council Minutes — November 20, 2019 
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     Ms. Kilkenny agreed that the reminder is helpful for some people 
and noted that although some givers do not use their envelopes, the 
Holy Cross website does not currently provide an avenue for online 
donations.  She noted that it was possible to opt out of the mailers, 
and she tried to review the list regularly.  She suggested that at the 
beginning of the year, a notification be added to the Sunday News in 
the bulletin and Crossties to let people know how much it costs per 
year to have envelopes mailed.  

 
• Outreach:  The church office received an email from Marilyn Lee 

(Executive Director of Loving Houston) about a December workshop 
to develop church-school mentor partnerships at Ridgecrest and 
Treasure Forest elementary schools.  There was a brief discussion; 
however, Council agreed that this was too big a project to under -take 
during the Christmas season.  

 

• Ms. Lambeth noted that, due to the Pantry’s Thanksgiving distribu-
tion and the re-tiling of the kitchen floor, the FLC was unavailable 
until mid-December; therefore, Coffee and Fellowship after Sunday 
Worship will be held in the Annex for the remainder of 2019 . 

 

• Since the HCLC Open House was such a success last year, the       
Lambeth’s graciously offered to host the holiday gathering this year:   
December 15th, 1:00-5:00 p.m. 

 
Pastor Berggren and Deacon Davidson were excused from the meeting, 
so Council could go over the proposed 2020 budget in more depth.  
 

The next Council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 18, 
2019 at 2:30 p.m.       
 

Upon motion to adjourn, the meeting was closed with the Lord ’s Prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Julie Kilkenny 
Council Secretary 

  

…///… Council Minutes — November 20, 2019 
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COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Wednesday, January 22, 2020  
at 2:15 p.m. in the Annex. 

 

Church Council 
 

ANNUAL WOMEN’S RETREAT 

IN THE POTTER’S HAND 
 
 

Isaiah 64:8 says we are the clay, you are the potter;  
we are all the work of Your hand.  

  

Come and see these words come alive at the annual women’s retreat as    
Rachel Norris of Joy Pottery shares her moving testimony of salvation and 
her walk with God.  As she tells her story she creates beautiful pottery on a 
potter’s wheel.  The retreat in the Family Life Center is scheduled for Satur-
day, January 18, 2020, at 10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.  The cost is $20 and 
includes a light breakfast and box lunch.   
 

Registration and tickets are available in the Atrium after the service or call 
Kay Vaccaro at (281) 731-9615.  Invite a friend and join the fellowship of  
women.   
 

Start your year with an inspiring message of God’s love with Rachel’s story 
of how God has shaped her life.  Learn to let God be your potter. 
 

Kay Vaccaro 



12 

 

 

 
 

DATE 
 
 

1st READING 
 
 

PSALM 
 
 

2nd READING 
 
 

GOSPEL 

 
01/05/2020 

 
 
 
 

Jeremiah  
31:7-14 

 
 
 

147:12-20 

 
 
 
 

Ephesians 
1:13-14 

 
 
 

John 
1:1-18 

 
01/12/2020 

 
 
 
 

Isaiah  
42:1-9 

 
 
 

29 

 
 

Acts 
10:34-43 

 
 
 
 

Matthew 
3:13-17 

 
 

01/19/2020 

 
 
 

Isaiah  
49:1-7 

 
 
 

40:1-11 

 
 

1 Corinthians 
1:1-9 

 
 
 

John 
1:29-42 

 
 
 

01/26/2020 

 
 
 

Isaiah  
9:1-4 

 
 
 
 

27:1, 4-9 

 
 

1 Corinthians 
1:10-18 

 

Matthew 
4:12-23 

READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL 
 

 

JANUARY 2020 

BRUNCH BUNCH 
 

On Sunday, January 12, 2020, please join us at 11:45 a.m. 
 

CAFÉ BENEDICTE 
15455 Memorial Dr. Houston, TX 77079 

(281) 741-0853 
 

Thank you,  
 

RSVP Jeanette Dukleth (832) 326-7214.  Call or text. 
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News from 
 

THE FOOD PANTRY 
 

Our thanksgiving was very successful 1029 families were served a very  
generous amount of food.  We had a great team working on this.        
 

The expanded storage facility is close to completion.  Only need to put in 
the floor, then the move begins.  We have been so crowded; everyone         
is anxious to start using the new facility.  It will be the place to receive        
donations! 
 

I hope you all took the time to check out the banner hanging on the building. 
It is amazing how many churches, businesses, neighborhoods, clubs and  
individuals participated.    
 

A Nutrition class is presented by Patty Reid, our volunteer, each month.  
The purpose of it is to teach our clients how to cook healthy meals with the 
food we give them.  We have been given the “Healthy Pantry” designation 
by the Houston Food Bank.  This is because of Patty’s dedication and      
talents.    
 

We are Hoping and Praying that you all enjoy the many blessings that the 
Child Jesus brought to earth.  

Mary White 

FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

The Friendship Club will be gathering on Saturday, January 25, 2020, at 
3:00 p.m. for pot luck at the church.  
 

Charlotte Jaster and Alice Braun will be our hostesses and they will provide 
dessert.  Please bring your favorite covered dish.  Hope to see you there. 

 

Nancy Beamesderfer  
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TO ALL GROUP LEADERS 
 

Crafty Ladies, Deborah Circle, Deborah Circle, 
Early Learning Center (ELC) 

Free Guitar Class, Friendship Club, Food Pantry, 
Hymn Selection, Lutheran World Relief (LWR), WELCA 

Rummage Sale, Ruth Circle, etc. 
 
 

2020 CALENDAR REQUEST FORMS  
 
 

Once again, you are kindly reminded that  

you must fill out a Calendar Request Form 
 

to schedule your meetings/events in 2020  
on the forms located on the table in the Atrium.   

 

Anything not written on the calendar  
may lead to a conflict in scheduling.   

 

This applies to anyone and/or any group that meets and uses the church        
facilities, and if any church related group or circle meets at homes  

and would like to be scheduled on the church calendar as well. 
  

For instance, if you meet the “second Tuesday of each month,”          
that information needs to be included in the church calendar for each month.   

 

Your meetings/events will be announced in the Sunday News,         
Crossties Calendar and posted on the Church website. 

 

In advance, I thank you and wish you a very Happy New Year! 
 
 

Sussy Terry 
 

Office Manager & Events Coordinator 
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
 
 

Every day is a good day to purchase items for the personal care kits 
WELCA packs for Lutheran World Relief.   
 

Simply go shopping at the dollar store for the following items and place 
them in the box provided in the Family Life Center. 
 

• One bath-size towel (approx. 52"x27") - dark color recommended 

• Two bath-size bars (4-5oz) of soap any brand in original wrapping 

• One adult size toothbrush in original packaging (multipacks can be 

used) 

• One sturdy comb 

• One pair metal nail clippers 
 

WELCA will be responsible for assembling the kits. 
 
 

Nancy Beamesderfer 

 

A beautiful Advent wreath  
decorated the Altar. 
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If your name is not listed or if this is incorrect information  

please contact the Church Office so that the list can be corrected.  

 

Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

 

08   Maureen Fredrickson 

       Chris Abrego 

09   Francisco Araiza 

12   Logan Crick 

13   Brenda Duarte 

14   Jan Walker 

15   Bruce Elijah 

16   Susan Clark 

       Edwin Pineda 

20   Julia Linn 

22   Laura Neilsen 

23   Kris Drosche 

       William Allcorn 

       Fred Gardner III 

24   Clarice Gross 

       Megan Schomburg 

25   Jack Wolf 

26   Cathy Elijah 

28   Rowdy Todd 

29   Jadher Abad   

30   Wayne Schaper, Sr. 

       Juan Araiza 



17 

 

 

R e m e m b e r  i n  P r a y e r  
 

The homebound, disabled, long-term 

ill and prolonged recovering.  

Ed Cooper 
Betty Firth 
Elaine Snell 

Rosie Stork 
Doris Wahlberg 
 

 

average attendance 
 

 

NOVEMBER SERVICES IN 2019 

Sunday Traditional Service :  64 

Saturday Informal Service  :  15 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

If you have any questions call  
Wayne Schaper, Sr. at (713) 465-5206.  

 

NOVEMBER 2019 
 

    Receipts       $  18,381.00        

    Expenses          34,171.52 

    Balance     < $  15,790.52  > 
                                                                                                                        =============== 

Operational receipts                                                         
  year to date received   ……..   $ 341,765.12           

Expenditures year to date ..…      418,714.25 

Balance                                  < $  76,949.13 > 
                                                                         ========== 

 

YTD Building Rental $ 1,080.00 

If you are not receiving HCLC 
Prayer Request emails and would 
like to, please contact: 
 

Renee Allcorn 
 

   allcornr@gmail.com  
  

or call (713) 254-8638   
 

Note that Prayer Request emails 
are sent out daily. If you are on 
the email list and did not receive 
any email, please contact Renee. 

CHURCH OFFICE  

HOURS 
 
 

Monday—Thursday 
9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 

 
 

Friday 8:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m. 

You  may sign up for  
Altar Flowers in the Narthex.  
Suggested donation is $50.00  

and $12.00 for a rose. 

Jay Byerly 
Denise Caskey 
Michael Cleper 
Fred Gardner 
Bobby Hansen 
Nanette Luker 
Pat Pfluger 
Betty Mooney 

Kim Rose 
Laura Ruthstrom 
Jane Sledge 
Billy Sosa 
Rose Marie Stork 
Michael Vaccaro 
Benny Valites 
Nancy Walton 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net
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TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100 Church Office  

101 Sussy Terry  

103 Rev. Jim Berggren Senior Pastor 

105 Karen Davidson Deacon 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church  
in Spring Branch 
 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) 

“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  
gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 Email :  jlberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Karen Davidson — Deacon                  
 Email : aimked@gmail.com 

 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 Email : hclc@holycross.us 
 
 

WORSHIP MUSICIAN 
 

      Cathy Elijah          Music Director / Organist 
     

 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

  Wendy Lambeth                           President 

  Bettye Raschke                        Vice-President    

     Julie Kilkenny               Secretary   

     Wayne Schaper, Sr.              Treasurer 

SATURDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Informal Service 6:00 p. m.—AT 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

Traditional Service 9:30 a.m.—WC 

Office Manager and 
Events Coordinator 

 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

ELC (713) 461-5535 
 

email:  holycrosselc4@gmail.com 

7901 Westview Dr.  
Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253  
Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:    hclc@holycross.us 
 

Website:  www.holycross.us 


